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closely connected in its lower workings with the sympathetic,
and becoming gradually more and more dominant, while it
also becomes in its most important development the normal
organ for the expression of the " waking-consciousness ".
This cerebro-spinal system is built up by impulses originating
^n the mental, not in the astral plane, and is only indirectly
related to the astral through the sympathetic system, built
up from the astrai. We shall see later the bearing of this on
the astral sensitiveness of animals and lowly-developed
human beings, the disappearance of this sensitiveness with
the development of intellect, and its reappearance in the
higher human evolution.

The permanent atoms form the imperfect but only direct
channel between the consciousness manifesting as the
spiritual Triad and the forms he is connected with. !n the
case of the higher animals these atoms are exceedingly
active, and in the brief time between the physical lives con-
siderable changes occur in these. As evolution goes on, the
increasing flow of life from the Group-Soul and through the
permanent atom, as well as the increasing complexity of the
physical apparatus, rapidly augment the sensitiveness of the
animal. There is comparatively little sensitiveness in the
lower animal lives, and little in fishes, despite their cerebro-
spinal system. As evolution proceeds, the sense-centres
continue to develop in the astral sheath, and in the higher
animal these are wed organized and the senses are acute.
But with this acuteness there is brevity of sensations, and
except with the highest animals little of the mental element
mingles to lend increased and longer continued sensitiveness
to sensation,